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HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE
Historical and social values that demonstrate or are associated with: a particular person,
group, organisation, institution, event, phase or activity; the continuity and/or change of a
phase or activity; social, historical, traditional, economic, political or other patterns.
The Colombo Street Bridge, just south of Kilmore Street, has high historical and social
significance as part of the city bridge design programme that began with the building of the
Victoria St Bridge in the 19th century to use the Avon crossings to not only provide functional
infrastructure, but also to ornament the city and provide evidence of permanency and
progress. It also has significance for its connection with two high-profile city engineers, Arthur
Dobson, and Augustus Galbraith. The bridge is the third on the site, a crossing having
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originally been constructed in 1858, and was built in 1902 and widened in 1930. It was the
last of the city's cast-iron gothic bridges to be constructed.
Arthur Dobson, later Sir Arthur Dobson, immigrated to New Zealand in 1850 with his father,
Edward Dobson. Edward Dobson became the Provincial Engineer responsible for, among
many other projects, the Lyttelton Railway Tunnel. Arthur was apprenticed to his father in
1858 and after a period in Nelson he returned to go into partnership with his father from 1878
- 1885. Arthur Dobson also worked with Julius Haast, the well known geologist responsible
for creating the Canterbury Museum. After a period in Australia in the late 19 th century
Dobson returned to Christchurch and was appointed city engineer in 1901. Among other
projects while in this post he oversaw the sewerage scheme for the city and resealed many
of the roads in tarmacadam. Augustus Galbraith was born in England and served as Director
of Public Works in Zanzibar and City Engineer of Perth. He was the city engineer for
Christchurch from 1925 – 1941 and oversaw the widening of the bridge in 1930. Galbraith
Avenue in Avonside is named after him.
Following the Canterbury earthquakes the Bridge was damaged on its approaches with
cracking on the wing walls, end posts and abutments – the north abutment having rotated.
The arched girders buckled. Extensive repair work has been undertaken to the bridge,
including the removal, repair and reinstatement of the cast iron balustrade, replacement of
the abutments and repair of the girders.

CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE
Cultural and spiritual values that demonstrate or are associated with the distinctive
characteristics of a way of life, philosophy, tradition, religion, or other belief, including: the
symbolic or commemorative value of the place; significance to Tangata Whenua; and/or
associations with an identifiable group and esteemed by this group for its cultural values.
The area where the Colombo Street Bridge and its setting are sited is of cultural and spiritual
significance to tangata whenua for its association with the former market on the banks of the
Ōtākaro Avon River and more distant associations as having been part of the ancient
Waitaha pā of Puari. Many Māori came to sell their produce at the markets held on the banks
of the river. A poupou was commissioned for the site as part of the 1990 commemorations of
the signing of The Treaty of Waitangi. The poupou was erected on the banks of the river in
1994 and was carved from a giant trunk of totara by local artist and master carver Riki
Manuel. The early Wataha settlement of Puari stretched from the banks of the Ōtākaro to
Bealey Avenue in the years between 1000 and 1500 and the loop in the river that
encompassed the site was an important mahinga kai. Although little is known about the
settlement or its people, many taonga have been found in the area over the years.
The bridge also has cultural significance from the European settlement period as evidence of
the development of the city during the early settlement period. The design has cultural
significance as recognition of the role that Christchurch's neo-gothic bridges played in
fostering the city's particular aesthetic identity noting that the chief gothic elements of the
1902 structure were reinstated and augmented during the 1930 rebuild, rather than being
replaced wholesale in a more contemporary style.

ARCHITECTURAL AND AESTHETIC SIGNIFICANCE
Architectural and aesthetic values that demonstrate or are associated with: a particular style,
period or designer, design values, form, scale, colour, texture and material of the place.
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The Colombo St Bridge has architectural and aesthetic significance for its adherence to both
the pattern established for central city bridges, and the neo-gothic style broadly characteristic
of public architecture in Christchurch. The bridge is single span iron structure with a cast iron
balustrade and concrete deck and abutments. The simple beam structure was given an
arched side in 1930 when it was widened. The reinstatement of the original balustrade and
the installation of a false arch in 1930 reflect the importance placed on maintaining
architectural and aesthetic continuity. The bridge also has aesthetic significance for the
manner in which it compliments the environs of the Ōtākaro Avon River and Victoria Square.
In 1963 the deteriorating timber deck was replaced with concrete and an extra beam from the
old Fitzgerald Avenue bridge installed to improve the load capacity.

TECHNOLOGICAL AND CRAFTSMANSHIP SIGNIFICANCE
Technological and craftsmanship values that demonstrate or are associated with: the nature
and use of materials, finishes and/or technological or constructional methods which were
innovative, or of notable quality for the period.
The Colombo Street Bridge has technological and craftsmanship significance for the
engineering quality of the design in the Edwardian period and the detail and craftsmanship
employed in the casting of its cast-iron balustrade and girders.

CONTEXTUAL SIGNIFICANCE
Contextual values that demonstrate or are associated with: a relationship to the environment
(constructed and natural), a landscape, setting, group, precinct or streetscape; a degree of
consistency in terms of type, scale, form, materials, texture, colour, style and/or detail;
recognised landmarks and landscape which are recognised and contribute to the unique
identity of the environment.
The bridge has high contextual significance as one of the city's historic identity-defining inner
city bridges, and as a part of the city's neo-gothic heritage. The setting of the Colombo
Street Bridge consists of a few metres of the street to the north and south and the river and
riverbanks to the east and west. The grassed banks and mature trees contribute to the
setting and there are views to and from the bridge along the river. The bridge is located on
the Avon, adjacent to Victoria Square and the Town Hall, and near the historic Victoria and
Armagh Street Bridges.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC SIGNIFICANCE
Archaeological or scientific values that demonstrate or are associated with: the potential to
provide information through physical or scientific evidence an understanding about social
historical, cultural, spiritual, technological or other values of past events, activities, structures
or people.
As the site of a crossing first constructed in 1858, the site of the Colombo St Bridge has
archaeological significance for its potential to hold evidence of human activity on the site,
including evidence which pre-dates 1900.

ASSESSMENT STATEMENT
The Colombo Street Bridge, just south of Kilmore Street, has high heritage significance to
Christchurch including Banks Peninsula. It has high historical and social significance as part
of the early bridge design programme established with the commencement of the Victoria St
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Bridge in the 19th century to use the Avon crossings to not only provide functional
infrastructure, but also to ornament the city and provide evidence of permanency and
progress and for its association with two high profile city engineers. The area where the
Colombo Street Bridge and its setting are sited is of cultural and spiritual significance to
tangata whenua for its association with the former market on the banks of the Ōtākaro Avon
River and more distant associations as having been part of the ancient Waitaha pā of Puari.
The bridge also has cultural significance from the European settlement period as evidence of
the development of the city during the early settlement period. The design has cultural
significance as recognition of the role that Christchurch's neo-gothic bridges played in
fostering the city's particular aesthetic. The Colombo St Bridge has architectural and
aesthetic significance for its adherence to both the pattern established for central city
bridges, and the neo-gothic style broadly characteristic of public architecture in Christchurch.
The Colombo St Bridge has technological and craftsmanship significance for the quality of
the design and casting of its cast-iron balustrade. The bridge has high contextual
significance as one of the city's historic identity-defining inner city bridges, and as a part of
the city's neo-gothic heritage. As the site of a crossing first constructed in 1858, the site of
the Colombo St Bridge has archaeological significance for its potential to hold evidence of
human activity on the site, including evidence which pre-dates 1900.
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PLEASE NOTE THIS ASSESSMENT IS BASED ON INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF WRITING . DUE
TO THE ONGOING NATURE OF HERITAGE RESEARCH , FUTURE REASSESSMENT OF THIS HERITAGE ITEM
MAY BE NECESSARY TO REFLECT ANY CHANGES IN KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF ITS HERITAGE
SIGNIFICANCE.

PLEASE USE IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE CCC HERITAGE FILES.
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